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Draft Proceedings of 56th Annual Rice Research Group Meeting, 2021

INAUGURAL SESSION

Chairman : Dr. T. Mohapatra, Secretary, DARE & DG, ICAR, New Delhi
Co-Chairman: Dr. Y. PSingh, ADG (FFC), ICAR, New Delhi
Dr. D. K. Yadava, ADG (Seed§)AR, New Delhi

The inaugural session of the 58 Annual Rice Research Group Meeting was heldl@AR
Indian Institute of Rice Research, Hyderabadn 19" April, 2021 in virtual mode. Dr. D.
Subrahmanyam, Director (Acting, ICARIndian Institute of Rice Research welcomed the
dignitaries and delegates of AICRIP, QRT, IRRI, Private seed compaai&s participants
from cooperating centres for the meeting.

Dr. D. K. Yadava, ADG (Seeds) was impressed with the record rice production of 120.30
mt during 2020-21 as against 118.87 mt of previous year (20120). He informed the
house that India is the leading exporter of Basmati rice wherein PB 1121, PB 1501 and
PB 1782 play a major role and India is getting 50000 crores of foreign exchange annually
by exporting both basmati and norbasmati rice globally. Significant progress has been
made in the rice biofortification program wherein 10 rice biofortified varietieshave been
released with enhanced Zn and Protein. Witlthe deployment of molecular tools and
techniques a fewelite rice varieties have been introgressed with genes /QTLs governing
resistance /tolerance to various pest, disease and abiotic stresses. He gfieally
mentioned the need for short duration high yielding rice varieties and reiterated the role
of private sector in hybrid rice research and development. He stressed upon putting
sincere and serious efforts while conducting trials, recording agronomiaata and
submitting reports. He informed that council is extending financial support by releasing
200 crores annuwlly to AICRIP programs whichmust be translated into enhancement of
production, productivity and export of rice.

Salient findings of AICRIBrogram as well as researchhighlights of ICARIIRR has been
presented by Dr. D. Subramanyam, DirectorA¢ting). He appreciated the efforts of
cooperators in sending the data to the tune of 84%, 74% and 100% by funded centres,
voluntary centres and and prvate sector respectively. He mentioned that production
oriented survey information will be utilized in the collection of consumption pattern with
the involvement of TTT section through online survey method.

Prof. H.S.Gupta, Chairman, Quinquennial Revievedaim (ICARIIRR) pointed out that
significant achievement has been made in genetic enhancement of rice and India has
emerged as the largest exporter of rice in the world. Howev compared to wheat, the
performance of rice AICRIP need to be accelerated satht contributes to national food
security. He recommended to have one time grant from ICAR in order to improve the
working facilities thereby enhancing output of AICRIP program operating not only at
headquarters but also cooperating centres.



